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Claims 53-67 are pending ia this application. Byfbis Amendment, Claims S3. 59 and 
67a«ameBded.andCIaiins36-52arecanceledasbeingdtawntoa " 
Favor^lereoonsidetatLon is respectfbUy requested in li^ 

Applicant gratefully acknowledges that the Office action indicates that Claims 59-64 
aieaUowable. For the teascms set forth below, it is respectfiiltysubnutted*^^ 

claims define allowable subject matter. 

1 The Office action rqeds Claims 53. 54, 55, 57, 65, 66 and 67 imder 35 U.S-C. 
§ 102(b) over Wirt (U.S. Pateitt No. 5.728,342. hereinafter "Wirf'). Tb^ x^cction is 
respectfully traversed. 

By this AmendmeDi. independent Claims S3 and 67 are amended to include the 
feature of the seam defining structure being made of a material having a lower tensile strength 
th3ii the imer layer. 

Wirt discloses a method of making an invisible instrument panel or dashboard airbag 
cover door. A dashboard panel 14 or trim panel 36 includes a one piece molded substrate 38, 
anoutertrimorsldnlayer48.andanintemiediatefoamlayer46therdbetween. SeeFig.6. A 
cover door 20 is located along an edge 22 of the dashboard 14 and is defined by two parallel 
tea^propagation seams or lines 28, 30 in the form of a groove. SeeFig.. 1 and2: col. 5. hnes 

A claim is anticipated only if each and every element as set forth in the claim is found 
eithere^sslyorinheientlydescribedinasingleprioraitrefereQce. See MPEP §21il . As 

amended, independent Claims 53 and 67 forlher define the feature of a seam defimng 
stmcturebeingmadeofamaterialhavingalowertensilestrengththantheimier layer. Itis 

tespectfidly submitted Aat at least this feature is not disclosed, taught or suggested m the 

applied art. 

Foratleast1hisreason.Claim853and67 8reallowableovertheappUedart. Clamps 
54. 55. 57. 65 and 66, which ultimately depend from Claim 53. are likewise allowable over 
thej?)pUcdart. Withdrawal ofthei^ection is icspectflilly requested- 
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2 TheOffic«actioarqect*Claim56««ier35U.S.C.§103(a)overWk^ 
l3«.azzi(U.S.PatentNo.5.429.784.hercinafter''fa^ Tte rejection is respectful^ 

traversed. . 

Claixn 56 litiimtely depends fromindepcndentClaim 53. As merxdoned irtK^ve. there 

is meatier in Witt of at Je«st the feature of a .earn defiidng .truc^ 
material having a lower tensile strength than the iimerli^rer. lannazzi adds nothing to 
ov^comethisshortconring. Thus, the combination of Wirt and lannazzi fidls to teach all the 
cl^ limitations of Claim 56. and the OflBce action feils to establish ^ prima fade case of 
ohwiaasaBss. See MPEP §2143. 

For at lea« this reason. Claim 56 is allowable over liie applied art. Withdrawal of the 

rejection is respectfully requested. 

3 Tie Office actioniejects Claim 58 under 35 U.S.C.§l03(a) over Wirt in view of 

Rafferty (U.S. Patent No. 5.222,760. hereinafter -^Ra^O- Ihe r^ection is lespectfiilly 

traversed. . ^ ^ ^-u 

ClaimSSultimatelydependsfiomiiidepeddentClaiinSS, As mentioned above, mere 

is no mention in Wirt of at least the feature of a seam defining strucnire being made of a 
materialhavingalowertensUestrengththantheimierlayer. Rafferty adds nothing to 
ov«n:ome this shortcoming. Thus, the combination ofWirt and Ba&rty feils to teach all the 
daim limitations of Claim 58, and the Office action feils to establish ^prima facie case of 

obviousness, 5teA£P£Pf2i^3. 

Foratleastthisreason.Clsim58isallowableovertheappUedarL Withdrawal of the 

rejection is respectfully requested. 

4 The Office actionrejecte Cbdms 59-64 under 35 U.S.C. §101 as claiming the ^e 
invention as that of Clahns 1-7 of U.S. Patent No. 6.753,057. The rejection is respectfuUy 

traversed. 

Claims 59-64 ultimately depend ftom independent Qaim 53. As such, there is no 
mention in Claims 1-7 of the '057 patent of at least the feature of a seam defining structure 
bemg made of a material having a lower tensile strength than the im»er layer, as recxted m 
Qaim 53 of flie instant application. 
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Because identical subjectmatter is notbeing cldmedbetweeathe W patent ^^^^ 
i^tantapplication,t.cstatutorydoublepa.e.tingrejectioBisn^ Witbdr..^ of the 
rejection is respectfully requested- 

earnestly solicited- . . i « 

Should Examiner Ahmad believe anything further would be desirable m order to place 

the application i» bet«»r condition for allowance; the Examiner is invited to contact the 

undersigned attorney at the telephone number listed below. 

ItisbeUevedthatanyadditionalfeesduewithrespecttolhispaperhavealreadybeen 

identified. However, if any additional fees are required in connection with the filing of this 

paper, permissionis given to charge account nun*er 50-3145 in the nameofHomsm^ 

Miller Schwjartz and Cohn LLP. 

Respectfully submitted. 




Peter J. Rashid. Reg. No. 39,464 
Honigman Miller Schwartz and Cohn LLP 
32270 Telegraph Road 
Suite 225 

Bingham Farms, MI 48025-2457 
Tel.: (248) 566-8508 
Fax: (248) 566-8509 
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/„ re Ockwrt, 245 F.2d 47, 114 USPQ 330 (OCPA 1957)^ 
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